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 Courses description     

 

First year students learn the parts of speech where the main emphasis is on the study of words 

and their formation. Second year morphosyntax courses constitute a continuous sequence of 

these parts of speech within the scope of syntax. Thus, this course shows how the combination 

of words form phrases, clauses and sentences. 

The first semester is devoted to the study of phrases and the second semester to clauses. First 

year students will learn the different types of phrases as well as the functions each type of 

phrase performs in sentences. The function of a phrase depends on the place it holds in a 

sentence.  

Learning the types and the functions of phrases will enable students to perform their written 

abilities especially in their written assignments. 

 

The second semester is devoted to the study of clauses. The three kinds of clauses namely: 

noun, adjective and adverb are studied with a special emphasis on noun clauses. Students find 

this latter more difficult compared to the others. In fact, it seems easy to find what words 

adjective and adverb modify in a given complex sentence, while it is not the case to find what 

functions noun clauses perform. Exercises help overcome such difficulties. 

 

Organization 

 

The course consists of lectures explained while practice exercises are distributed in printed 

handouts form, performed by students during the class. Students are required to write down 

answers to be shown to the teacher. This requirement makes the whole class participate 

instead of having a few students answer orally.  

Two quizzes are given during the semester and students can gain added points when exercises 

are performed in class. The final exam mark is added to the quizzes mark. 

 



Course objectives 

 

The objectives of this course are: 

1- To provide students with a basic grammar enhancement enabling them to improve their 

writing skills. 

2- To provide students with various types of phrases and clauses. 

3- To help students use phrases and clauses correctly. 

 

Course topics 

 

First semester course will consist of: 

   1- Revision of parts of speech (to prepare students for the course on phrases functions). 

   2- Sentences: simple, compound and complex 

   3- Phrases: types and functions (See sample of courses and exercises below). 

 

Second semester course will consist of: 

    1- Complex sentences + clauses 

    2- Clauses + exercises (See sample of courses and exercises below). 

    2-1 Noun clauses + exercises 

    2-2 Adjective clauses + exercises 

    2-3 Adverb clauses + exercises 

 

Evaluation 

 

Quizzes :       50% 

Final exam :  50%                              100% 

 

   Further reading 

 

   1- Graver, B.D. 1986. Advanced English practice. Oxford University Press 

   2- Eckersley, C.E. 1983. A comprehensive English grammar. Longman 

   3- Practice English Grammar/Learn English-British Council   

    https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar  

   4- Oxford English Grammar Course https://elt.oup.com/student/oxfordenglishgrammar  

  

 

 

 

  I- PHRASES: TYPES AND FUNCTIONS 

 

A phrase consists of more than one word and lacks a finite verb. In the example 

“walking is good for health”, walking as one word is a gerund not a phrase. It is a 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar
https://elt.oup.com/student/oxfordenglishgrammar


gerund phrase in the following example: walking half an hour a day is good for 

health. In this example, all the words preceding the auxiliary “is” constitute the gerund 

phrase which functions as the subject of the sentence. 

 Sentences have two main elements: the subject and the predicate. These two elements 

are made up of units and/or phrases. A sentence may consist of only two units and be 

meaningful as in:  John left. The same example with added phrases may be expanded to: 

my very smart nephew John left early for Australia. Phrases add more information to 

sentences to enrich communication, be it oral or written. 

There are several different types of phrases: 

1-  Noun phrases 

2-  Adjectival phrases 

3-  Adverbial phrases 

4- Verb phrases 

5-  Prepositional phrases 

6-  Present participial phrases 

7-  Past participial phrases 

8-  Gerund phrases 

9-  Infinitive phrases 

        10- Appositive phrases 

        11- Absolute phrases 

        

        1- Noun phrases consist of nouns (persons, places, or things) and modifiers  

            (optional) placed before or after. They function as subjects, subject complements,  

             direct objects, indirect objects, objects of prepositions, object complements, and  

             appositives. Examples are given below for each function.  

        Some patterns of noun phrases are listed below with examples: 

           1- Determiner + subject + verb + complement 

            Ex: Young babies (noun phrase) are cute. 

            2- Subject + verb + subject complement. 

            Ex: His mother is a school librarian (noun phrase). 

            3- Subject + verb + direct object. 

     Ex:  His mother bought a nice car (noun phrase).  

     4- Subject + verb + indirect object + direct object. 

     Ex : His mother offered him a nice car (noun phrase).  

     5- Subject + verb + preposition + object 

     Ex: She sent a letter to her mother (noun phrase). 

     6- Subject + verb + object + object complement. 

     Ex: She named her son little captain (noun phrase). 

     7- Subject + determiner + noun + verb + object 

     Ex: John Travolta, an American actor (appositive noun phrase), bought an island. 

        

         2- Adjective phrases consist of group of words headed by an adjective with modifiers  



            and/ or complements (optional). They function as adjectives to modify  

           nouns or pronouns and can be placed before or after the noun in the sentence. 

          Some patterns of adjective phrases are: 

           Subject + verb + modifiers + adjective+ modifiers/  

          Ex: The food was really tasty enough. 

          Subject + modifier + adjective + verb + complement 

          Ex: The very old man fell asleep in the bus. 

          Subject + linking verb + intensifier + adjective phrase) 

          Ex: The student was completely unhappy   

 

         3- Adverbial or adverb phrases consist of adverbs and modifiers placed before  

             or after the adjectives, adverbs, or verbs they modify.  

          Some patterns of adverb phrases are: 

   Subject + verb + object + intensifier + adverb 

Ex: John learned to drive a truck very quickly. (The adverb phrase “very quickly” 

modifies the verb to learn. 

  Subject + intensifier + adverb + verb + object 

Ex: The teacher almost always dictates the lesson. (The adverb phrase “almost always” 

modifies the verb to dictate). 

Subject + aux + verb + intensifier + adverb 

Ex: She was talking extremely loudly. 

 

4- Verb phrases consist of the element called the predicate: finite verbs (modals and 

auxiliaries if any) and any objects, modifiers, and complements.  

The pattern of a verb phrase is: 

 Subject + verb (+ modals, auxiliaries if any) + objects/complements 

Ex: The student should have prepared the homework. (The verb phrase “should have 

prepared the homework” is the predicate of the sentence. 

 

5- Prepositional phrases consist of prepositions + objects of prepositions + any 

modifiers. They function as adjective phrases to modify nouns or pronouns or as adverb 

phrases to modify verbs. 

         Some patter of prepositional phrases functioning as an adjective are: 

Subject + verb + object + preposition + adjective + object of preposition 

Ex: She bought a book with a black cover. (The prepositional phrase modifies the 

direct objet “book”). 

           Ex: The man behind the counter sells flowers. (The prepositional phrase “behind the   

           counter” modifies the subject “the man”). 

Some patterns of prepositional phrases functioning as an adverb are: 

Subject + verb + preposition + object of preposition + complements 

Ex: He climbed up the ladder to find the cat. (The prepositional phrase “up the ladder” 

modifies the verb to climb). 

 



6- Present participial phrases consist of verbs ending in “ing” + modifiers + objects + 

and/or complements. They always function as adjectives modifying nouns or pronouns 

(subject, object, object of a preposition). 

Some patterns of present participial phrases are: 

Subject + verb + (present participle: verb + ing) + object + modifiers and /or 

complements. 

Ex: The students observed the teacher explaining the lesson. (The present participial 

phrase “explaining the lesson” functions as an adjective modifying the object “the 

teacher”. 

 

          7- Past participial phrases consist of the past participles of verbs (regular/or irregular) 

      + modifiers + objects + and/or complements. They always function as adjectives  

             modifying nouns or pronouns (subject, object, object of a preposition). 

             Some sentence patterns with past participial phrases are: 

              Subject + verb + object + past participle + preposition + object of a preposition. 

              Ex: The police found the jewelry stolen from the bank. (The past participial phrase                   

               “stolen from the bank” functions as an adjective modifying the object “the       

               jewelry”. 

                 Subject + past participle + preposition + object of preposition + linking verb +  

               complement.  

                Ex: The book damaged by a fire was a rare edition. (The past participial phrase 

                “damaged by a fire” functions as an adjective modifying the subject “the book”.                  

                

   8- Gerund phrases consist of verbs ending in “ing” + modifiers + objects. They 

always function as nouns ( subjects, objects, subject complements, or objects of 

prepositions). 

Some patterns of gerund phrases are: 

   Gerund + adjective + noun + verb + adjective + preposition + object of 

preposition. 

   Ex: Eating salty dishes is harmful for health. The gerund phrase “ eating salty 

dishes” functions as the subject of the verb to be. 

  Subject + verb + gerund + preposition + object of preposition 

 Ex: John enjoys walking long hours along the beach. The gerund phrase “ 

walking long hours along the beach” functions as the object of the verb to enjoy. 

 

9- Infinitive phrases consist of the verb into the infinitive form + objects and/or 

modifiers. They can function as nouns (subjects, objects), adjectives or adverbs. 

Some sentence patterns of infinitive phrases are: 

To + infinitive + noun + complement +verb + complement. 

Ex: To walk one hour every day is good for heath. (The infinitive phrase “to walk 

one hour every day” functions as subject. 

Subject + verb + to + infinitive + modifier + noun.  



Ex: John wants to buy a new car. The infinitive phrase “to buy a new car” 

functions as the object of the verb to want. 

Subject + to + verb + adjective + noun + verb + complement 

The best way to learn a new language is living with natives. The infinitive phrase 

“to learn a new language” functions as an adjective modifying the subject way. 

Ex: Subject + verb + object + to + infinitive + preposition + object of preposition. 

John is learning French to talk with his new neighbours. The infinitive phrase “ to 

talk with his new neighbours” functions as an adverb modifying the verb to learn. 

 

10- Appositive phrases rename or identify other nouns beside them. They can be at 

the beginning, in the middle or at the end of a sentence and can be restrictive 

(essential, with no commas) or nonrestrictive (nonessential, with commas). 

Some sentence patterns are: 

Subject + appositive non restrictive + linking verb + complement 

 Oued Bakrat, the best beach in Algeria, is in Annaba. The appositive “the best 

beach in Algeria” identifies the subject “Oued Bakrat”. It is not essential to the 

meaning of the sentence. 

Subject + appositive restrictive + verb + complement 

The president Mohamed Boudiaf was a member of the 22 group. The appositive 

restrictive phrase “Mohamed Boudiaf” identifies the subject the president. It is 

essential to the meaning of the sentence as, without it, we would not figure out who 

is being meant among the 22 persons. 

 

11- Absolute phrases, unlike appositives, modify whole sentences. 

Some sentence patterns are: 

Subject + verb + noun + present participle + modifiers and/or objects  

 John could hardly sleep, his head hurting him. The absolute phrase “ his head 

hurting him” modifies the whole sentence not just a noun. 

Noun + past participle + subject + verb + modifiers and/ or objects 

Lunch enjoyed, the family could now have some rest. The absolute phrase “lunch 

enjoyed” modifies the whole sentence. 

 

These are the main types of phrases which help recognizing and using them when 

reading and writing. It is also important to find out what the phrase functions as in a 

sentence. The function of a phrase depends on the task it holds in a given sentence. 

 

                                               EXERCISES 

  

I- Identify the underlined phrases and circle the headwords. 

1- Houses are unbelievably expensive. 

2- We met Paul last week. 

3- I enjoy eating in Indian restaurants. 

4- Don’t you have to leave early? 

5- Patricia would have gone for a walk to explore the surroundings. 



6- Once at the beach, they settled down on lounge chairs. 

7- Fascinated by the stalactites and stalagmites in the cave, the tourists took many 

pictures. 

8- As a souvenir, Mary brought a beautiful, oval-shaped, soft pink pearl. 

              9- To celebrate their arrival at the villa, they all enjoyed a glass of wine on the  

         terrace. 

   10- The day ended with feasting on Spanish tapas and local wine. 

   11- We all sighed relief, James having found his passport. 

   12- My brother will study acting for the modern stage. 

   13- Arbitration is one effective way to settle labour disputes. 

   14- The comedian Steve Martin made a hilarious movie called the lonely guy. 

   15- I accept your invitation with great pleasure. 

   16- To learn how to be a model is the reason I am taking courses.   

   17- Frederic Remington, the painter and sculptor, was inspired by the West.  

   18- Time magazine’s first woman of the year was Wallis Warfield Simpson in 1936. 

   19- The best time to practice water conservation is before a water shortage. 

   20- Although previously abundant, the water supply in the United States is expected    

                to decline dramatically. 

   21- Charlie spent the entire afternoon running after his daughters. 

   22- After the movie was finished, we decided to go out to eat at an Italian restaurant. 

   23- We never accepted the principle of living within our means. 

   24- Using the disguise of a matador, the tourist was able to sneak into the arena   

                without paying. 

            25- Mary, the latest person to be hired, will be properly the first person to be fired. 

            26- Proofreading your writing is a good way to ensure the absence of typing mistakes. 

  27- She reads journals to watch professional trends. 

  28- The hikers were bitten by large hungry mosquitoes.  

  29- We can hear their words whispered in the dark. 

  30- He rearranged the last words to form correct sentences. 

   

II- Underline each prepositional phrase and give its function. 

    1- During spring break, friends from my hometown and I went to Sunset Beach. 

    2- Tacoma Community College is hosting a writer’s conference in November. 

    3- Stan bought a black jacket with stripes on the sleeves. 

    4- Koala bears are found only in certain parts of Australia. 

    5- Our grandparents always go to the Rocky Mountains for their vacation. 

      6- Lindsay lives in a remodelled house originally built in 1898. 

      7- The large waves of the incoming tide are washing away my sandcastle. 

      8- The boy at the back likes hot chocolate. 

       

III- Give the type and the function of each of the following underlined phrases. 

      1- I was driven almost mad by the sound of my neighbour’s constant hammering. 

      2- Lightning flashed brightly in the night sky. 

      3- Ice fishing is a popular winter pastime. 



      4- Bridget is planning to buy a new house. 

      5- My director locked his keys in the trunk of a borrowed car.  

      6- We will meet at the library at 3:30 pm  

      7- We saw Peter dashing across the parking lot. 

      8- Running a marathon in summer is an exhausting job. 

      9- The actor dancing about the stage hopes to become a movie star. 

     10- According to the chart, preparing dinner is Richard’s job. 

     11- Bridget earned her living as a coal miner. 

     12- The staff elected Wilkins employee of the month. 

     13- The committee gave our neighbourhood association an award for tree planting. 

     14- Joe and Bridget were arguing in a heated manner. 

    15- The bar was full of patiently waiting customers. 

    16- The reporter consulted a number of published accounts before interviewing the  

         senator. 

    17- Thomson was a landscape painter. 

    18- During winter, the smell of woodsmoke drifts through the neighbourhood. 

    19- We picked up the records. broken in the scuffle. 

    20- Frankenstein is the name of the scientist, not the monster. 

    21- I consider John my best friend. 

    22- The arctic explorers were caught by the spring breakup. 

    23- The entire team, their uniforms muddy and stained, shouted for joy. 

    24- Saturday became a cool and wet afternoon.  

    25- He was waiting for the rain to stop. 

    26- Driving in the rain can be difficult.  

    27- To make lemonade, you have to start with lemon. 

    28- The cheetah, the fastest land animal, can run 70 miles an hour. 

    29- The lake, frozen over all winter, was finally thawing. 

    30- Trying to impress his boss, the employee worked late each night. 

 

IV- Underline the phrases and give their types and functions. 

    1- One of our close relatives never drinks coffee. 

    2- One of our close relatives bought a beautiful red car. 

    3- A kid on the roof is looking at the sky. 

    4- He stayed at college for a few hours. 

    5- The government made a plan to help the poor. 

    6- The students raising their hands need extra pages. 

    7- She is looking very much happy, her face expressing a shine of happiness. 

    8- Walking in the sun affects the complexion of a person. 

    9- The joker danced to entertain the people. 

   10- They have been playing games since morning. 

   11- She always speaks in a respectful way. 

   12- The student wearing a hat is my cousin.  

   13- Glancing at her watch, she finished the exam. 

   14- Exhausted, she finished the exam. 



   15- The cafeteria is no place to discuss politics. 

   16- The boy at the end of the line is misbehaving again. 

   17- The family headed to church after breakfast. 

   18- Their heads hanging down, the entire group apologized. 

    

V- Find out whether each sentence contains a transitive or intransitive verb: 

    1- We drove to San Francisco. 

    2- You slept for three hours. 

    3- She prepared spaghetti. 

    4- He rang the doorbell. 

    5-  I called my teacher. 

    6- You learned Spanish. 

    7- We laughed a lot. 

    8- He is always singing. 

 

 VI- Identify the verb (transitive or untransitive), subject complement, direct 

object, indirect object, and object complement. 

   1- George is the captain. 

   2- The judge pronounced the judgement. 

   3- My sister looked worried.  

   4- Parents should be kind to their children. 

   5- Mother brought us tea. 

   6- The officer asked him several questions. 

   7- Let us send him our greetings. 

   8- We should keep our surroundings clean. 

   9- The class elected Martin their monitor. 

  10- Our visit made the host happy. 

  11- The book is interesting. 

  12- Alice is my sister. 

  13- The book is mine. 

  14- The child fell asleep. 

  15- The machine is of no use. 

  16- The house is to let. 

  17- The teacher appointed John monitor. 

  18- Success made him mad. 

  19- The court declared the man guilty. 

  20- We found him dishonest. 

 

VII- Identify the absolute and the appositive phrases. 

 

    1- I bought a new car.  

    2- I forgot my homework, a diorama, in my mother’s car. 

    3- The tiger, a fierce hunter, lives in the jungle. 

    4- That dessert, a chocolate cake, will go with any dinner. 



    5- Lapis Lazuli, a stone mined in Afghanistan, was used for blue paint in the middle 

ages. 

    6- All pet hamsters, one of the most common pets for children, are descended from a 

single female found in 1930. 

   7- The Train Siberian Express, a train from Moscow to Vladivostok, travels almost 

6000 miles in 9 days on every trip. 

   8- Capsaicin, the heat in peppers, is neutralized best by milk. 

   9- Carlos, his car broken down, had to walk to work. 

  10- Her roof damaged by a hurricane, Leslie had buckets all around her living room.  

   

Appositive/ Absolute: restrictive or non-restrictive? 

   

  11- My neighbour’s house that has a tree growing inside it, was built by the famous 

architect Frank Lloyd Wright. 

  12- The flying Scotsman, a train from London to Edinburgh, had a handressing salon 

and a movie car. 

  13- The television series MASH, was one of the highest rated shows on television. 

  14- Renaissance painter and sculptor Leonardo da Vina, was also an inventor and drew 

plans for a flying machine. 

  15- The Labrador retriever, a hunting dog bred in Newfoundland, is one of the most 

popular pet breeds today. 

   

 

CLAUSES: TYPES AND FUNCTIONS 

 

  Clauses are groups of words which contain, unlike phrases, both subjects and 

predicates (finite verbs). They may be either independent (main clauses) or dependent 

(subordinate clauses). Coordinating conjunctions are used in compound sentences to 

join independent clauses. Subordinating conjunctions and relative pronouns are used in 

complex sentences to join independent clauses to dependent clauses.  

Coordinating conjunctions: and, or, ye, but, nor, for and so. 

Most commonly used subordinating conjunctions: after, although, as, because, 

before, even if, even though, if, in order that, once, provided that, rather than, since, so 

that, than, that, though, unless, until, when, whenever, where, whereas, wherever, 

whether, while, and why. 

 

Clauses are of three types: nominal, adverbial or adjectival. 

 

1- Nominal clauses (noun clauses) are groups of words which contain subjects and 

finite verbs and always function as nouns but, being dependent, they must be connected 

to independent clauses. Some subordinating conjunctions and relative pronouns that 

introduce these clauses are: that, whether, who, why, whom, what, how, when, whoever, 

where, and whoever. (That, when and where can also introduce adjectival and/or adverb 

clauses). 



 

  Noun clauses complete eight grammatical functions listed below: 

1- As subjects 

2- As subject complements 

3- As direct objects 

4- As object complements 

5- As indirect objects 

6- As Prepositional objects (objects of prepositions) 

7- As adjective phrase complements 

8- As appositives 

 

1- Noun clauses as subject:  

 

They perform the function of subjects when they appear in places of the subjects just 

before the verbs of the main clauses as in the examples listed below: 

i- Whoever talks during the lecture will leave at once. 

ii- That you don’t follow the instructions disappoints your teachers. 

 

2- Noun clauses as subject complements: 

 

i- Subject complements follow linking verbs to describe the subjects as in the examples 

below: 

i- The problem is that you don’t follow the instructions during exams. 

ii- The problem is whether you accept the deal. 

 

3- Noun clauses as direct objects: 

 

They perform the function of direct objects when they follow transitive verbs as in the 

examples below: 

i- My grandmother eats whatever she founds in the kitchen. 

ii- I wonder if the students will finish the exam in time. 

  

4- Noun clauses as object complements: 

 

They perform the function of object complements when the follow and describe the 

direct objects as in the examples below: 

i- You may call your daughter whatever you want. 

ii- The student considers his biggest mistake that he didn’t attend the lectures. 

 

5- Noun clauses as indirect objects: 

 

 They perform the function of indirect objects when they follow transitive verbs to 

indicate to whom or for whom the action is directed as in the examples below: 

i- The teacher will give what the students said some consideration. 



ii- The teacher gave that the students want better marks much thought. 

 

6- Noun clauses as objects of prepositions: 

 

They perform the function of objects of prepositions when they follow prepositions as 

in the examples below: 

i- It is important to think about why students memorize lessons. 

         ii- They have been waiting for whoever will explain the rules. 

 

         7- Noun clauses as adjective phrase complements: 

 

          They perform the function of adjective phrase complements when they follow  

          adjectives as in the examples below: 

i- The teacher is angry that someone stole his notes. 

ii- The teacher was pleased that the students were revising. 

8- Noun clauses as appositives 

They perform the function of appositives when they rename nouns as in the examples 

below: 

i- The idea that students love foreign languages is accepted by teachers. 

ii- The suggestion came from the department that students love foreign languages. 

    

  2- Adjectival clauses    

 

      Adjectival clauses, (also called relative clauses) are groups of words which contain 

subjects and finite verbs and always describe nouns and pronouns but, being dependent, 

they must be connected to independent clauses. They are introduced by the relative 

pronouns that, which, whichever, who, whoever, whom, whose, whosoever, and 

whomever. Other subordinating conjunctions when, where, and why can also introduce 

adjective clauses. They modify nouns or pronouns by providing necessary information 

and in this case they are called defining (or restrictive) relative clauses. In the case of 

unnecessary information, they are called non-defining (or non restrictive) relative 

clauses. 

 

Examples: 

 

i-  They bought a dictionary that was very expensive. 

ii-  Do not use the book which has no cover. 

iii- Bad marks are the reason why the students left the campus. 

iv- John is the person whose parents live abroad. 

v-  This is the place where I want to live. 

 

Defining or non defining? 

 



i- The soldier who is wearing a red hat is my cousin. (There are several soldiers and the 

defining clause is necessary to know exactly who is being meant). 

ii- The soldier, who is wearing a red hat, is my cousin. (There is only one soldier, so the 

defining clause is not necessary).  

 

3- Adverb clauses  

 

Adverb clauses are groups of words which contain subjects and finite verbs and 

describe verbs, adjectives and adverbs but, being dependent, they must be connected to 

independent clauses. They are introduced by subordinating conjunctions showing time, 

cause and effect, contrast and condition. 

List of subordinating conjunctions used to introduce adverb clauses: 

          1 Time: after, as, as soon as, as/so long as, before, by the time (that), every time (that),  

          once, since, the first time (that), the last time (that), the next time (that), until, when and  

          while. They are set off by commas when they begin the sentence except for unless and  

          while. 

 2- Cause and effect: because, now that and since. 

 3- Contrast: although, even though, though, while and whereas. 

 4- Condition: if, even if, in case, in the event that, only if where no commas are used 

and when starting the sentence, subjects and verbs in the main clause must be inverted. 

 

Examples 

i- Students learned several lessons when they were in high school. 

ii- When they were in high school, students learned several lessons. 

   iii- You will get good marks only if you work hard. 

   iv- Only if you work hard will you get good marks. 

 

   EXERCISES 

    

  I- Create sentences with the same meaning as the given ones using only if and 

   unless once after the main clause and once at the beginning of the sentence. 

 

  1- If you don’t study hard, you will not pass the test. 

  2- If you don’t get the job, you can’t pay your bills. 

  3- Your clothes won’t get clean if you don’t use soap. 

  4- You can’t take any pictures if you don’t buy some film. 

  5- I don’t wake up if the alarm clock doesn’t ring. 

  6- If eggs are not kept at the right temperature, they won’t hatch. 

  7- Don’t borrow money from friends if you don’t absolutely have to. 

  8- Anita doesn’t talk in class if the teacher doesn’t ask her specific questions. 

 

         II- Using unless: create sentences with the same meaning by using unless. 

               1- I will go to the zoo if it isn't cold. -> I will go to the zoo unless it's cold. 

         2- You can't travel abroad if you don't have a passport. 



       3- You can't get a driver's license if you're not at least sixteen years old. 

4- If I don't get some film, I won't be able to take pictures when Ann and Rob get here. 

5- You'll get hungry during class if you don't eat breakfast. 

 

III- Complete the sentences using unless 

1- Your letter won't be delivered unless ... . 

> Your letter won't be delivered unless it has the correct postage. 

2- I'm sorry, but you can't see the doctor unless ... . 

3- I can't graduate from school unless ... . 

4- ... unless you put it in the refrigerator. 

5- Unless it rains, . . . . 

6- Certain species of animals will soon become extinct unless 

7... . unless I get a raise in salary. 

8- Tomorrow I'm going to .. . unless ... . 

9- The political situation in .. . will continue to deteriorate unless 

10- Ivan never volunteers in class. He doesn't say anything unless . . 

11- Unless you ...  

 

IV- Relative clauses: defining or non-defining? 

 

Study the situations and then decide whether the following relative clauses are defining 

or non-defining. 

defining – no commas 

non-defining – commas 

1- I have three brothers. (My brother, who lives in Sidney, came to see me last month. 

My brother who lives in Sidney came to see me last month). 

2- I have one sister. (My sister, who is 25 years old, spent her holiday in France.  My 

sister who is 25 years old spent her holiday in France). 

3- Bob's mum has lost her keys. (Bob's mum, who is a musician, has lost her car keys. 

Bob's mum who is a musician has lost her car keys). 

4- My friend Jane moved to Canada. (My friend Jane whose husband is Canadian 

moved to Canada last week. My friend Jane, whose husband is Canadian, moved to 

Canada last week). 

 

5- Tamara has two cats. Both of them are black. (Tamara's two cats which can play 

outside are black. Tamara's two cats, which can play outside, are black). 

6- Kevin has four cats. Two of them are black. (Kevin's two cats which are black can 

play outside. Kevin's two cats, which are black, can play outside). 

7- We are on holiday. Yesterday we visited a church.( The church which we visited 

yesterday is very old. The church, which we visited yesterday, is very old) 

8- We are on holiday. Yesterday we visited a church. (St. Mary's Church which we 

visited yesterday is very old. St. Mary's Church, which we visited yesterday, is very old) 

 

V- Instructions: Find the adjective, adverb or noun clauses in these sentences. If it is an 

adjective or adverb clause, tell which word it modifies, and if it is a noun clause, tell 

how it is used. 

  



 1- If the manager is unable to help, try the assistant manager. 

 2- The mayor is the person to whom you should write the letter. 

 3- The man whose neck was broken has recovered completely. 

 4- The scientist said that the ozone levels were dangerous. 

 5- The city council objected when the mayor changed his mind. 

 6- It is unfortunate that Mr. Jones will not return. 

 7- Why you don't do your work is ridiculous to me. 

 8- This cemetery is where your Grandfather is buried. 

 9- The report that the island is under water is very misleading. 

 10- We offered whoever told the truth clemency 

11- She tells whoever will listen.  

12- The arena is where the team plays.  

13- I know the reason why he left the house. 

14-We are all afraid that the storm will be severe. 

15- She was bitter that he ex moved on so quickly. 

16- Our professor is angry that another student snuck in late. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


